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Enclosed for filing in the above-captioned application, please find the following: 

• An Information Disclosure Statement; 

• Form PTO/SB/08 A, one ( 1 ) page; and 

• an Examination Report from Japanese Patent Office with English translations. 

Also enclosed is a return postcard. Please date stamp and mail the postcard in order to 
acknowledge receipt of the above-reference correspondence. The Commissioner is hereby authorized to 
charge any underpayment or credit any overpayment to our Deposit Accoxmt No. 20-0888. A duplicate 
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To: Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 223 1 3-1450 

Information Disclosure Statement 

Sir: 

Pursuant to the provisions of 37 CFR §§1.56 and 1 .97-98, enclosed herewith is: 
S FormPTO/SB/08A 

□ Form PTO/SB/08B 

listing references for consideration by the Examiner. A copy of an Examination Report 
received from the Japanese Patent Office in a related case is also enclosed along with a copy of 
the reference cited therein. English translations of the Report and the reference are also provided 
for the Examiner's review. 

The filing of this Information Disclosure Statement shall not be construed as a 

representation regarding the completeness of the list of references, or that inclusion of a reference 
in this list is an admission that it is "prior art" to this application, or that a search has been made, 
or as an admission that the information listed is, or may be considered to be, material to 
patentability as defined in 37 CFR §1.56, or that no other material information exists, and shall 
not be construed as an admission against applicant(s) interest in any maimer. 
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The Information Disclosure Statement submitted herewith is being filed pursuant to: 



□ 



37 C.F.R. §1.97(b)(l); no fee is required; 



OR 



□ 



37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b)(2); no fee is required; 
OR 



37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b)(3); no fee is required; 



OR 



□ 



37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(b)(4); no fee is required; 



OR 



□ 



37 C.F.R.§ 1.97(c); 



AND either 

□ The fee set forth in §1.17(p) is attached; OR 

Applicant certifies pursuant to 37 CFR § 1 .97(e) that: 

n each item of information contained in this Information 
Disclosure Statement was first cited in a communication 
from a foreign patent office in a coxmterpart foreign 
application not more than three months prior to the filing 
of this statement; OR 

□ no item of information contained in this Information 

Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication 
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing 
this certification after making reasonable inquiry, no 
item contained in the Information Disclosure Statement 
was known to any individual designated under 37 CFR 
§ 1 .56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of 
this statement; 



OR 



Application No.: 10/731,775 
Dated: 03 August 2004 
biformation Disclosure Statement 

□ 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(d); the fee set forth in § 1. 1 7(p) is attached, 
AND 

O each item of information contained in this Information 
Disclosure Statement was first cited in a communication 
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application not more than three months prior to the filing 
of this statement; OR 

n no item of information contained in this Liformation 
Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication 
from a foreign patent office in a coimterpart foreign 
application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing 
this certification after making reasonable inquiry, no 
item contained in the Information Disclosure Statement 
was known to any individual designated under 37 CFR 
§ 1 .56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of 
this Statement. 



Applicants respectfully request that the listed references be considered by the Examiner, 
and that the Examiner acknowledge consideration of these references by initialing and returning a 
copy of the attached form(s) with the next Official Action. 



Dated: 03 August 2004 



RespectfiiUy submitted, 
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